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HARVEST IN THE CITY 
       “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and healing every disease 
and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field.”” 

- Matthew 9:35-38

       This month has brought a lot of challenges to the 
ministry due to the lockdown, however, God’s grace 
has continued to shine through and bring hope to 
people. Jesus Cares Ministry was able to continue its 
service over the past months, and we were able to see 
how plentiful the harvest is and how God is continuing 
His work to spread His Good News to those on the 
street. It is a great blessing to be able to share the 
following stories with you. They were all on just one night.

       This story happened on a van service night we had 
during the July lockdown. As usual, we served those 
who are in need at Martin Place and Belmore Park. 
It was crowded at Martin Place, but there were only 
around 3-5 people at Belmore Park. With fewer people 
to serve, God has given the volunteers more time to 
chat and care for each individual. One of the guys there 
that night came to us for the first time and started 

asking about our work. He asked questions such as 
“Who is Jesus?”, “What is the Gospel exactly?”, “How 
do you listen to God when He is not even around?” and 
“How can I believe when I cannot see Him?”. One of 
our volunteers shared with him about her faith in God 
and how she became a follower of Jesus. She shared 
about her struggles and battles with mental illness. 
He listened to her and was in awe of God’s work in 
her life. It did not take long until he opened up to share 
his own stories and mental illness. It turned out that 
both of them have had similar scars and struggles. 
He then asked whether our volunteers could pray for 
him and then said he will come again. We believe that 
the story with this man does not stop there that night. 
God is at work! There are people on the street who are 
desperately seeking both truth and hope.

       Two of our volunteers walked around Belmore Park 
and saw a girl sitting on a park bench. They gave her 
some food and a hot drink and started chatting. Jannie 
was 21 years old and had just started living on the 
streets. The conversation moved to Jesus and whilst 
Jannie knew about Jesus, she had slowly walked away 
as her family fell apart. Her life took a downward spiral 
resulting in a teenage pregnancy. She shared that she 
did hear the voice of God from time to time and that 
she believed Him to be the true God. She was asked if 
she would like a Bible and at that point her face lit up 
as she excitedly accepted the Bible and expressed that 
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it had been her wish for a long time to have one. Our 
volunteers opened the Bible and suggested the book of 
Mark and Romans for her to start reading. They then 
prayed for her and gave her some essential items for 
the week.

       With this story, we have come to learn that God 
has planted many seeds in the people we serve and  
He has given us the privilege to proclaim His Good 
News to them.

       These two stories are just examples of the many 
times we witness God working through the ministry. It 
is clear that although we might be in lockdown, people 
are never locked out of God’s grace. May we learn to 
continue clinging to this hope we have and praise Him 
for all that He has done, and has been doing! 

Volunteer

TRUE HOPE ONLY FOUND IN GOD
       Many people have not gone through what we 
are all experiencing today. They would have believed 
that they were in control of their lives, especially in 
a country like Australia. They can make their own 
decisions, go their own way, do what they want to do.

       Certainly not losing jobs, relying on Government 
handouts, lockdowns and just not knowing where to 
turn. The uncertainty of life is very hard to take.

       The first step out of this is to see those who are a 
lot worse off than ourselves. 

• Some of those we meet on the streets carry around 
with them past hurts and abuse, feeling very much 
alone with no longer any contact with loved ones-
feeling bitter and resentful

• Being subject to violence from young people from 
wealthy parts of Sydney who roam around at night 
looking for trouble

• Who do not look after themselves or attend to their 
own person hygiene 

• Have no one who really cares for them

• Who may well have ended up on the streets 
because of unsafe family situations

• Being constantly moved on by police and having 
their belongings either stolen or just thrown away.

• Just living in a state of hopelessness, drug and 
alcohol abuse and constantly living in fear of being 
bashed or robbed. 

Thursday Breakfast at Belmore Park 

Jesus Cares with Street Friends - Thursday Breakfast

Friday Night Jesus Cares Ministry - Martin Place
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       What we all need is hope and trust in the Lord Jesus.  

• Without it, prisoners of war languish and die

• Addicts return to their own life

• People stop reaching for their goals in life.

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) NIV

       God’s comfort and promises are always there for 
us. Yet very often it can be our attitudes that can make 
a difference. There is a saying.

We are either the master or the victim of our attitudes 
it is a matter of personal choice 
Blessing or curse

       All of us, including those we meet on the streets 
are all created in the image of God and loved by God. 
We know our ministry is invaluable to all we meet and 
serve whether they be regulars or someone we have 
not seen before. We know our food van is important 
to them, not just for the food or coffee but a place they 
can socialise and not feel alone for a short while. 

       For us, it gives an opportunity to come alongside 
someone who is hurting, to provide comfort, a listening 
ear, an opportunity to share our stories through our 
own personal testimony and what Jesus has done in 
our life. Praying for them and giving them a Bible.

       The Christian hope is what they all need. 

Elwyn 

‘COME TO ME, ALL OF YOU  
WHO ARE WEARY AND CARRY 
HEAVY BURDEN’
       I noticed that she was crying quietly while sitting 
on the grass and eating the breakfast we offered, so 
I sat down to chat with her. She shared that she was 
running away from her abusive husband and had just 
come out of a mental hospital where she had spent the 
last few days; she had lost her few belongings there 
as well. She is a believer, and she was praying to God 
for help while she was on the bus not knowing where 
to go and what to do; somehow she got off the bus at 
Central and asked some people at Belmore Park if they 
knew of any free food services around, as she was 
hungry. To her surprise, we had just arrived at the park 
not long before. She was touched by God in answering 
her prayer and by our help and care for her through the 
ministry. She was so happy to receive her own Bible 
and she was relieved when she shared her burdens 
and heard the Lord Jesus’ words which came to my 
mind to share with her: “Come to me, all of you who 
are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

       After we prayed, we took her shopping for some 
essential items, then we said goodbye to each other. 
These days social distancing is crucial, but I couldn’t 
resist giving her a hug.

       We always feel so privileged to be useful in God’s 
hands and for His Kingdom, and we are also so 
encouraged to see how He is listening and answering 
other people’s prayers.

Alexandra 

Saturday Night Jesus Cares Ministry - Martin Place



Meeting and Ministry Times
Inner City Ministry
Breakfast for rough sleepers every Thursday morning 
from 8.30 am at Belmore Park, Eddy Ave.

Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night.  
Times and locations: Martin Place 7.45 pm  
(Phillip St.), Belmore Park 9 pm (Eddy Ave.)

Lakemba Ministry
Lakemba being a multicultural community, we are 
looking for volunteers who are able to speak Bengali, 
and able to share the gospel to Bengali speakers. 
Lakemba ministry is on hold at the moment due to  
the pandemic.

Chairman
John Jones
0404 481 436

Executive Director
Elwyn Chapman
0418 610 845

Ministry Coordinator
Alexandra Somlai
0444 558 352

Ministry Centre
Denistone 2114

Mailing Address
PO Box 15
Pennant Hills
NSW 1715

Jesus Cares Ministry
A Registered Charity
All donations over $2 are  
tax deductible

Your donation today will  
make a real difference to  
supporting the homeless,  
isolated and at - risk people  
in our community
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Notice of Annual General Meeting -  
Jesus Cares Ministry Inc

Once a year we hold the Annual General Meeting of 
Jesus Cares Ministry. Its purpose is to review the year, 
approve the Financial Statements and reports and 
elect the Committee.

Whilst everyone is welcome, only members can vote. 
However, you can apply to become a member on the 
night of the AGM.

Date and Time: Thursday 18th November, 
commencing at 8pm

Place of Meeting: Jesus Cares Ministry  
Centre-Denistone.

SERVING THE HOMELESS, THE POOR,  
AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE SINCE 1987


