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‘TO HIM WHO 
ALONE DOES GREAT 
WONDERS, HIS LOVE 
ENDURES FOREVER’.
PSALM 136

Inner City Ministry

     We met Thomas at Belmore Park on a Thursday 
morning for breakfast. He is a young guy, living with 
his friend who has offered him free accommodation 
as he doesn’t have a job and is struggling financially. 
Thomas couldn’t afford to buy breakfast so he came 
and grabbed a sandwich from the van, saw the hot 
food and so he stayed. While he was eating, I sat 
with him to chat, and as the conversation progressed 
I asked him about his worldview and beliefs. Thomas 
had a general belief in only one GOD as the Creator 
of the whole world but he didn’t know Jesus as LORD 
and his Saviour. So I had the opportunity to tell about 
Jesus Christ and the good news of the Gospel. I offered 
him a Bible and I encouraged him to start with reading 
John’s Gospel. I prayed with him, gave him our contacts 
and after that, he cycled away with his bike with much 
thankfulness.

      Thomas come back on the next Thursday’s 
breakfast. He said he has been reading John’s Gospel 
and since he is reading it, he has a sense that his life 
is in the right direction and path. He has been learning 
about GOD and the hope that he can have in Jesus. He 
started to look more outside of his own struggles and 
having an open eye toward those who are in a more 
difficult situation than he is. ‘As I have been helped 
by GOD through Jesus Cares Ministry, now I am on a 
mission to help others’ - he explained. Even the few 
sandwiches that he got from the ministry, he will ride 

around with the bike in the city and will give them to 
those who are really homeless and are in real need.

      I now see Thomas regularly on Thursday mornings. 
It is amazing to see God working in him as he has been 
continuing to read the Bible. Last time he explained 
more of what he had learned this week by reading the 
Scripture. He was most inspired when he read about 
the different characters in the Bible, their failures and 
struggles and what made the difference in their life, was 
their faith in GOD. ‘I understand that life is not just about 
this temporary life and with its difficulties. There is also 
an invisible realm. Faith and hope in Jesus is changing 
my whole perspective of life’. - he said.

      Since then Thomas also joined a local church where 
Bible study and meals are provided.
      What a wonderful and joyful experience to see 
Thomas’s life has been transformed by the power of the 
Living Word of God.

      Thomas is an example of what really encourages us 
in this Ministry. He has come back to engage with us and 
out of that he becomes a Christian. Praise the LORD - ‘to 
Him who does great wonders, His love endures forever..’ 
Psalm 136

‘And I am certain that God, who began the good work 
within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on 
the day when Christ Jesus returns.’ Philippians 1:6

Alexandra
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Lakemba Ministry

      Lakemba is changing with more people from the sub-
continent (Bangladeshi, Indian and Pakistani) coming and 
transforming the nature of this suburb. It stills remains 
50% Muslim.

      We are told by the local butcher that we are 
developing a sense of community by what we do on 
Thursdays.

      We give out Bibles and other Christian literature in 
the many languages of the people who come to the book 
table, as well as Christian hospitality, through food and 
hot drinks.

      Christians know and believe that if a person can read 
the Bible in their own language, that God can move and 
transform their lives.

      An example of this is how the newly appointed 
Anglican Archbishop of Sydney became a Christian.

      Kanisha Raffel, was previously a Buddhist. A friend 
gave Kanisha a copy of the gospel of John whilst he was 
at university, “At the age of 21, Kanishka was convicted 
by the inescapable words of Jesus in John’s Gospel: ‘No 
one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
them, and I will raise them up at the last day’. (John 6:44).”

      Recently a Pakistani couple came to the book table.

      He initially stated he wanted his son to be recorded 
as a Christian and not a Muslim. I spoke to him about the 
fact that in Australia we have freedom of religion, and it is 
voluntary if you wish to disclose your religion. In Pakistan 
if a person is recorded as being Muslim, and later decides 
to convert to Christianity – this can be very problematic.

      He said that he had become a Christian, but his wife is 
still a Muslim.

      Has only been in Australia for a short while and 
became a UBER driver. He drove a couple to their church, 
and they invited him to come to church with them.

      It was a spirit filled church with a great presence of 
God, and such welcoming people. Great worship and 
great preaching. He said if this is what God is like, I want 
to follow this God and has determined within himself to 
become a Christian.

     He has invited us to come to his house for lunch to 
talk more.

Elwyn
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Jesus Cares Fundraising Dinner

      We held our 13th Fundraising Dinner at the 
Epping Club on Saturday 5th June. This was our most 
successful dinner in terms of numbers (150) and money 
raised ($50,000). The speaker this year was Nick-Farr 
Jones, a well-known Christian and sporting personality.

      We also held a live Auction. The feedback was that 
this was our best ever dinner.      

With the money raised, we will be able to replace our 
existing food and Ministry van.

      It costs over $150,000 a year to run this ministry on 
day to day basis and whilst the dinner provides a real 
lift to our spiritual and financial life, is only part of what 
we need to run this ministry.
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Nick-Farr Jones - Guest Speaker

Elwyn Chapman - speaking about Lakemba Ministry at the Dinner 
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Peace Tent

      The peace tent operated outside the Lakemba 
Uniting church during Ramadan. It was organised by 
members of the Anglican Church Lakemba and Rosa 
our principal Arabic Speaker was there most nights. 
(it operated on Friday and Saturday nights for the 
month of Ramadan.)

       The concept of the peace tent is  to demonstrate 
that Jesus is the prince of peace. Muslim brothers and 
sisters are welcomed to the peace tent, serving them 
coffee, tea and sweets. They are shown the love of 
Jesus and when they indicate interest, are shown 
relevant Bible verses.

      There were just crowds and crowds from all over 
Sydney coming to Lakemba during Ramadan, with a 
good number of those coming to the peace tent.

      We saw a lot of people who are very hungry to 
know God with open hearts.

      There was an Afghani man who came many times 
and wants to become a Christian. This man is being 
mentored and followed up.

Through this peace tent, we are planting the seed and 
God is growing it.

Rosa
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Fundraising Dinner 2021, Eping Club

Rosa Hanna with Muslim friends - Peace Tent



Meeting and Ministry Times
Inner City Ministry
• Breakfast for rough sleepers every Thursday morning from  

8.30 am at Belmore Park, Eddy Ave.

• Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night, times and 
locations: Martin Place 7.45 pm (Phillip St.), Wooloomooloo  
8.30 pm (Cathedral St.), Belmore Park 9.15 pm (Eddy Ave.)

Lakemba Ministry
• Thursdays at 10am. Lakemba being a multicultural community, 

we are looking for volunteers who are able to speak Bengali, and 
able to share the gospel to Bengali speakers.

Chairman
John Jones
0404 481 436

Executive Director
Elwyn Chapman
0418 610 845

Ministry Coordinator
Alexandra Somlai
0444 558 352

Ministry Centre
Denistone 2114

Mailing Address
PO Box 15
Pennant Hills
NSW 1715

Jesus Cares Ministry
A Registered Charity
All donations over $2 are  
tax deductible

Your donation today will  
make a real difference to  
supporting the homeless,  
isolated and at - risk people  
in our community

ABN 19 179 987500
A Registered Charity  
and Incorporated Association.  
Sydney, Australia.

www.jesuscares.com.au
coordinator@jesuscares.com.au 
Facebook: 
JesusCaresSydney 
Instagram:
jesuscaresministrysydney 

4

Peace Tent

Van Ministry - Belmore Park


