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Woolloomooloo

Inner City Ministry
A lady came to the van and gave us a new blow-

up mattress. I felt someone would need it that night, 
so I took it in the van. At Martin Place we met Scott, 
who has been homeless for more than ten years and 
unfortunately, he is an alcoholic. We shared the Gospel 
message with him and told him about Jesus, and how 
He can give him freedom from sin and alcoholism and 
give him a completely new life. He was very receptive 
and took the booklet: ‘Jesus the Bridge to God’ but 
he did not want us to pray with him. We gave him 
clothing and a sleeping bag, and he was very thankful 
for the new blow-up mattress. He wanted to have 
this kind of mattress for a while as the ground is an 
extremely hard place to sleep on. What a privilege 
to see how God was touching and working in Scott’s 
life, letting us to speak His truth and providing for his 
physical needs as well as the miracle of the mattress. 

We then spoke to Samuel at Woolloomooloo 
who seemed open to God’s truth as well and he asked 
good questions. He reads the Bible, but he thinks 
that Shakespeare is just as good as the Bible. We 
encouraged him to keep reading the Bible because 
there is a huge difference in human writings – like 
Shakespeare - and God’s eternal Word, the Bible. We 
also gave him a brand-new pair of socks and track 
pants. He was moved by the love and care we showed, 
and the words we spoke. Please pray for Samuel that 
he might keep reading the Bible and that the LORD 
speaks to him.

Please pray for the broken and angry people in 
Woolloomooloo. Many walls might be removed, hearts 
and minds might be changed by God’s abundant 
provision of grace.

At Belmore Park Bill (not his real name) took a pie 
and went away to sit alone and eat. We have not seen 
him before, so we were keen to talk to him. He shared 
that he has been homeless for about three 

months, has been sick and is an alcoholic. He worked 
as an electrician for about 18 years but lost his job. 
He explained that when he sleeps on the streets, 
sometimes at night he wakes up as people spit on him 
or drop their cigarette on him. He was crying while 
he was sharing his stories with us. We gave him a 
sleeping bag, more food, and a Bible. We also gave 
him the little booklet “Jesus the Bridge to God” and 
the larger book “Jesus the Man who came from God”. 
He said that he has plenty of free time so he will read 
them. We presented the Gospel to him and discussed 
repentance and faith in the LORD Jesus, the Cross, and 
eternal life with Him. He also allowed us to pray for 
him. After we prayed, he experienced peace - he said. 
He realised that everything that has just happened 
with him was not an accident; but it was from God. 
After we talked and prayed, he wanted to go back to 
his temporary place which he had for a few days and 
think about we discussed. Please pray that Bill reads 
the Bible and the other resources, and that the LORD 
reveals Himself to him and he comes into a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Please also pray for job 
and a safe place for him to live.



We are also building a friendship with a man called 
Justin. He is regularly coming to the Thursday 
breakfast at Belmore Park as he is living in a 
temporary hotel room nearby. He does not feel safe 
there at all and he seems very lonely. He asked for a 
towel and he was very thankful when next time we 
saw him we remembered and gave him one. We also 
gave him track pants and importantly the book called: 
‘Jesus – The Man Who Came From God’. Pray that 
Justin comes to know that Man and so he will be safe.

Threads of Hope Op Shop at 
Lalor Park is continuing under 
another ministry

The good news is that even through the COV19 
crisis, Threads of Hope Op shop was able to continue 
to operate, but in a limited way, when many other 
retail shops have closed.

Unfortunately, in the life we all live, change is 
inevitable and if we are honest, most of us do not 
welcome it and even fight against it.

John Crawford has been connected with Jesus 
Cares for well over 20 years. He started with the book 
table at Blacktown Station that went for lots of years 
with Op Shops at Best Road Seven Hills and Threads 
of Hope here at Lalor Park.

Building relationships is important, trust is 
important and John’s relationships with YWAM (Youth 
With a Mission) in Western Sydney has been a good 
thing which has enabled the Threads of Hope Op Shop 
to be handed over to a Christian Organisation.  
God is good!

So, the Christian connection continues at Lalor 
Park and whilst it is inevitable that there will be 
changes, this work amongst this community will go on.

This Op shop is not just an Op shop but has been a 
sanctuary, a place to come to meet kind and friendly 
staff who care. 

So may God bless John in his new life, all the staff 
and YWAM in the months and years to come.

Lakemba Ministry 
A day at the book-table / BBQ
Our mission at Lakemba is to engage with those who 
come to the book table, talk with them, and give out 
resources. Some are looking for food (we run a BBQ 
and give out a sausage on bread) or a coffee and a cake. 

A man who spoke both Arabic and English, said 
that his father was very open and so he had studied 
both the Bible and Koran and was reasonably versed 
in the Bible to a level that you thought you were talking 
to a Christian. He knows the truth but is very much 
a Muslim. We need to pray for this man that he will 
know the true God. Explaining the gospel message 
and the assurance Christians have in heaven, just did 
not register. Pray against the spiritual forces that are 
preventing him from having a personal relationship 
with Jesus.

No words can ever fully describe the experiences 
of child soldiers. When John (not his real name) a lovely 
gentleman came past our table, he shared how he was 
a child soldier in Africa for three or four years. He saw 
and participated in many things a child just should not 
see or do. 

John expressed how medication and other 
interventions were not working to ease the emotional 
pain and distress he was experiencing on a regular basis.

We believe that Jesus is able to restore broken 
lives. John allowed us to talk, minister and pray with 
him, in the name of Jesus addressing the trauma and 
flashbacks he was having. John also took some of our 
Christian material with him. Please pray for John to 
experience a revelation of how much Jesus truly loves 
and cares for him.
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Book-table - Lakemba Ministry John Jones 



A Rohingya Muslim from Burma (a much 
persecuted group) approached the table. He had good 
English and was versed in Arabic. He took a New 
Testament, that has both English and Arabic alongside 
each other. We were also able to explain what is in the 
New Testament and he went on his way.

A young Lebanese mother and her children came, 
and our Arabic speaker was able to engage with the 
mother in Arabic. This was a friendly conversation and 
we were able to give the children balloons. They also 
took a number of resources in including the  
Jesus video. 

A Lebanese man came who could not speak 
much English and again our Arabic speaker was able 
to talk with him in Arabic. It was a “busy” conversation, 
but in the end, he took Bibles and other tracts and said 
he would be back. Will wait and see.

An aboriginal woman came up to the BBQ and 
one of our volunteers immediately realised she was 
homeless. She had no shoes on even though it was a 
very cold day.

Another volunteer took her down to the Op Shop 
and she was able to be fitted out with shoes and some 
good clothes. He filled her bag up with more clothes. 

A good thing to do - we tend not to see many 
homeless people-poor yes but not actually living on  
the streets.

After the book table we visited Omar (not his real 
name), an Indian Muslim man from Fiji who had just 
had a double knee operation. We were able to catch up 
with him at his bed sit in Lakemba. Omar occasionally 
comes to the book table/BBQ and so it was good to 
visit him. He is doing well and will soon start physio in 
a Rehabilitation facility.

Jesus Cares Gala Dinner
We held our 12th Fundraising dinner at the 

Novotel Parramatta on the 22nd August. Because of 
Covid 19, it was deferred from 30th May. 80 people 
were booked into the dinner, celebrating 33 years of 
Ministry. The speaker this year was Dr Keith Suter, a 
well- known media personality. Clive Hay entertained 
us with instrumental guitar as he was not allowed to 
sing due Covid19 restrictions. Some joined the dinner 
via Zoom. Covid 19 protocols were observed with all 
staff wearing masks. General feedback was that it 
was a very good night. Overall, we were able to raise 
just under $30,000 which was a great result given the 
current environment we all are facing at the moment. 
We are most appreciative of God’s blessing in these 
difficult times. 

It costs over $150,000 a year to run this ministry 
on a day to day basis and whilst the dinner provides a 
real lift to our spiritual and financial life, is only part of 
what we need to run the ministry.

John Jones Elwyn Chapman Dr Keith Suter - Guest Speaker
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Novotel Parramata



Annual General Meeting Notice 
of Annual General Meeting - 
Jesus Cares Ministry Inc
Once a year we hold the Annual General Meeting of 
Jesus Cares Ministry. Its purpose is to review the year, 
approve the Financial Statements and reports and 
elect the Committee. Whilst everyone is welcome, only 
members can vote. However, you can apply to become 
a member on the night of the AGM.

Date and Time: Thursday 19th November, 
commencing at 8pm.

Place of Meeting: Jesus Cares Ministry Centre - 
Denistone.

Meeting and Ministry Times
Inner City Ministry
• Breakfast for rough sleepers in the inner city of 

Sydney Thursday Mornings (leave at 6.15 am, start 
serving at 7am)

• Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-
meet at the Ministry Centre at 5.30pm for food 
preparation, fellowship, praise and worship.

Lakemba Ministry
• Thursdays at 10am. Lakemba being a multicultural 

community, we are looking for volunteers who are 
able to speak Bengali, and able to share the gospel 
to Bengali speakers.

• Sunday Fellowship meeting has been  
deferred indefinitely

Chairman
John Jones
0404 481 436

Executive Director
Elwyn Chapman
0418 610 845

Ministry Coordinator
Alexandra Somlai
0444 558 352
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