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THE LORD’S PROVISION
 
I met Peter first time at Belmore Park on Saturday 
night, he was sitting on the bench next to us. He 
seemed very lonely but at the same time also peaceful. 
Go to YouTube and search for Jesus Cares Ministry to 
listen this story. Please pray for Peter’s visa situation 
and that he might be able to find a job. 
 
‘Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they 
have no storeroom or barn, yet God feeds them. And 
how much more valuable you are than birds!’  
Luke 12:24. 

JESUS CARES MINISTRY BOOK 
TABLE AND BBQ AT LAKEMBA - 
THURSDAY MORNINGS 
 
I remember when we first started our ministry at 
Lakemba, over six years ago, some people asked if it 
was safe to go there. My response always is that the 
safest place to be is in the centre of Gods will. Where 
God’s calls us, is where we should want to be. We 
are well connected with the Uniting Church, on their 
property is where we run the book table and BBQ- in 
the main street of Lakemba. 
 
Lakemba is a very multicultural community, with 
people who have many needs. We do our best to 
respond to those needs and build relationships. Our 
prayer always is that God will draw those to us who 
are searching for the true and living God. 
 
 A Muslim woman came to the book table in full Islamic 
dress. She said she was brought up in a family where 
her mother was a Christian and her father a Muslim. 
As the father was dominant, her mother generally kept 
quiet about her religion but did have private 
talks with her daughter. This lady is a Muslim but 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God, which is big start 
in any conversation. Rosa, our Arabic speaker was 
able to talk to this lady, share about who Jesus really is 
and she went away with scriptures and tracts. 
 

1

‘There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.’

John 15:13
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Peter said: ‘I always looked for a Bible, now 
I have it and Jesus will guide me.’ 
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Jesus Cares Ministry - Book Table and BBQ at Lakeba

We also do have those who come, whose main 
purpose is to have a debate. They are not very 
productive and are to be avoided. However, it is also 
important we explain what we believe. A young man 
was wearing a Muslim skullcap and wanted to know 
what I thought about the Qur’an. I explained that 
because the Qur’an was written 700 to 800 years after 
the birth of Jesus Christ, that is just too long a period to 
tell us anything about God or Jesus. In fact, the Gospels 
of Mathew and John were written by his disciples - 
those who were with Jesus - were eyewitnesses and 
could testify to what he said and did. The other gospels 
were written by close associates of Jesus. He did not 
want to hear what I was saying, and he left. 
 
An older man came next, and it was a very long 
conversation. He had been a Muslim but was open 
to what Christians believed. He was a very complex 
character and everything we talked about was 
challenged and debated. It was a friendly conversation 
but intense. We said in the conversation many times 
that if you are searching for the true and living God,  
get on your knees and ask God to reveal himself to you 
and he will. 
 
A Bangladeshi Muslim man came to the book table and 
said that his countrymen were not extremist and were 
interested in what Christians were offering. He took 
both the Jesus Book and an English Bible. 
 
Two Rouhani Muslim women (a much-persecuted 
group in Burma) covered from head to toe came and 
we were able to talk with them. Rosa gave them 
Arabic Bibles and other resources. They preferred 
Arabic to a Burmese NT.  
 
The photos in the Newsletter are of two Bengali 
women and children who came to the table; they took 
Bibles and want to bring their kids to the playgroup 
at St Andrew’s Church. They were very open to 
Christianity, and we exchanged phone numbers. We find 
the balloons opened the conversation with the parents. 
 

We also have given out many scriptures and tracts in 
the languages of those who come to the book table. 
 
Please keep Jesus Cares Lakemba Ministry in your prayers. 
 
Elwyn, Rosa, Judith

Jesus Cares Ministry - Book Table and BBQ at Lakeba 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JIMMY /
JIM FALCONER
 
It is with our deepest sorrow that we inform you of 
the death of Jimmy, a close friend of Jesus Cares for 
over twenty years. We will greatly miss Jimmy and the 
fellowship with him, he will stay in our memories, and 
we are thinking about him with love. He hardly missed 
any night hanging around with us, always joining our 
singing and prayers. Sitting on the bench at Belmore 
Park, he entertained many of us and everyone around 
him with his jokes and stories. Jimmy had a strong faith 
in God and so we can all gather strength from the fact 
that Jimmy as a believer had no fear of death and he is 
in heaven now with the Lord.  
 
Jesus Cares held a Memorial Service for Jimmy on 
Friday 25th March. 
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SATURDAY 14TH MAY 2022 
6.30 FOR 7PM-10PM 
THE EPPING CLUB, 45 RAWSON 
STREET, EPPING 
 
Come and join us for our annual Fundraising 
Dinner! Cost: $80 per person. Dinner with live 
auction and entertainment. 
 
Jesus Cares have been serving the poor, the homeless, 
and vulnerable people of Sydney for over 30 years. As 
this dinner is at cost, an opportunity will be given to 
contribute to the work of Jesus Cares. We are looking 
to raise sufficient funds to be able to continue with the 
vital work we do, always looking forward to the next 
decade at least. 

To Book go to: https://www.trybooking.com/  
and search for Jesus Cares.

Go to YouTube and search for Jesus Cares Ministry to 
hear from John Jones, the founder of Jesus Cares! 
 
Bookings close on Monday 2nd of May.

Steve Baird has recently taken a pivot in his 
professional life. He spent 17 years in senior executive 
roles at airlines, and when the Pandemic hit, and he 
thought how else could I be making a difference? 
He had a heart for the underdog in his airline career, 
handing out airline blankets to the homeless in 
Sydney and regional NSW, so wanted to pursue care 
for the vulnerable in a more substantial way.

In August 2020, Steve joined the fast-growing Inter-
national Justice Mission Australia as CEO. IJM is the 
largest anti-slavery organisation in the world and is 
seeking to protect 500 million people in poverty from 

‘HIS LOVE IS SO WONDERFUL, 
THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON TO 
DIE FOR ME ON THE CROSS’  
 
It was a rainy Thursday morning. I went for a walk in 
the park to see if there is anyone in need. I saw a lady 
sitting on the pedestrian street under the building, 
so I told her that we are providing breakfast under 
the railway bridge. She grabbed her two bags of 
belongings and hurried toward the van. While she was 
enjoying the hot coffee, we started to chat. I found 
out that Janet is homeless at the moment, and she 
spends the nights on the train. I also learned that she 
is Christian and trusting in Jesus. It was great to hear 
her testimony, and how God completely changed her 
life. She was an alcoholic, and she was in the mental 
hospital for a while. One day in the hospital a Christian 
lady prayed for her and from there, her life started to 
change and she has saving faith in Jesus Christ now. 
She said that God and His presence give her hope 
and peace, and she is aware that He is looking after 
Her. She recognised that even meeting with us this 
morning is from God and that is His provision. ‘He is so 
amazing, and awesome, His love is wonderful, that He 
gave His only son to die for me on the Cross’ - she said. 
She is telling her testimony and trying to convince her 
other homeless friends and also her son - but they are 
not listening most of the time and ask for proof’ – she 
said disappointedly. Please pray for Janet’s situation, 
and also for her unbelieving friends and son.

violence in 23 countries by 2030, including the horrif-
ic Online Sexual Exploitation of Children. Steve has a 
vision to put the issue of modern-day slavery into the 
psyche of all Australians and the church. 

Steve first became aware of IJM 15 years ago through 
his wife Annemaree, a lawyer who spent time in 
Washington D.C. The work of the organisation seek-
ing justice for the most vulnerable captured both their 
hearts.

Steve’s pedigree too, is without reproach. His father, 
Bruce Baird AM, was a former deputy leader of the 
NSW Liberal party, his brother, Mike Baird, is the for-
mer Premier of NSW, and his sister is ABC journalist 
and writer, Julia Baird. But he says it was his mum who 
is his biggest influence.

Steve and Annemaree live in the Blue Mountains, 
outside Sydney with their three young boys, where 
their love of cricket, community and church take  
centre stage.

Guest Speaker: Steve Baird 
(member of the well-known 

Baird family) and CEO of 
the International Justice 

Mission, as well as being a 
Committed Christian.



Chairman: John Jones, 0404 481 436
Executive Director: Elwyn Chapman, 0418 610 845
Ministry Coordinators: Alexandra Somlai, 0444 558 352, 
Valerie Forestier, 0405 707 674

Ministry Centre: Denistone 2114
Mailing Address: PO Box 15, Pennant Hills NSW 1715

Jesus Cares Ministry a Registered Charity.  
All donations over $2 are tax deductible.
Your donation today will make a real difference to supporting 
the homeless, isolated and at - risk people in our community.
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Meeting and Ministry Times
Inner City Van Ministry
Breakfast for rough sleepers every Thursday morning 
from 8.30 am at Belmore Park, Eddy Ave.

Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night.  
Times and locations: Martin Place 7.45 pm  
(Phillip St.), Belmore Park 9 pm (Eddy Ave.)

Lakemba Book Table Ministry
Lakemba being a multicultural community, we are 
looking for volunteers who are able to speak Bengali, 
and able to share the gospel to Bengali speakers. 

SERVING THE HOMELESS, THE POOR,  
AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE SINCE 1987

No rain, storm, and mask just a peaceful night with a 
faithful team, spending time with our street friends.

THANK YOU!
 
Last year’s Fundraiser Dinner we were able to raise 
sufficient funds to purchase a new van. We are 
thanking our God and we are also very grateful for 
your support! With your help, we have been able to 
continue to care for those who are less fortunate, 
homeless, and vulnerable and reach them with the love 
of Jesus Christ.

OUR NEEDS
 
Jesus Cares is only able to continue to serve the poor 
and the vulnerable, because of the support of our 
faithful donors. You may not be in a position to directly 
help a homeless or vulnerable person, but you can 
by partnering with us. Our Annual Dinner is the one 
Fundraising event we do every year. If you are unable 
to come to the dinner you can still make a donation, 
details are on our website: https://www.jesuscares.
com.au/donate. You can make a one-off or regular 
monthly donation. If you would like to talk to us or 
email us, see our contact details below.
 
We not only to feed and clothe the needy, but also 
share the message of eternal life, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the only way to a permanent home. 
 
Please keep Jesus Cares van Ministry in your prayers. 
 
 ‘I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I 
must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.’  
John 10:16   
 




