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Inner City Ministry
DISAPPEARED ANXIETY
     In the last few months, God allowed the Jesus Cares 
team to plant seeds and be a help to many people in 
the City. As a ministry, our main focus is on helping 
the homeless and needy people, but as Christians, 
we shouldn’t lose sight, as the Bible keeps telling us 
that every single person on this planet is needy and 
depends on God. They need the Gospel no matter if the 
person is rich or poor.

     When we met Mary (not her real name) at Belmore 
Park, a young girl who didn’t appear to have any 
physical need but she seemed very worried. She 
enjoyed the plate of cereal for breakfast and that she 
could share her concerns and struggles with us. She 
opened up easily and felt comfortable to tell us her 
worries about her boyfriend who has not been treating 
her well. During our conversation, the opportunity 
arose to explain the Good News of Jesus to her. She 
was very receptive, asked questions, and let us pray 
for her. She took a small book ‘Jesus - The Man Bridge 
to God’. After we talked, she also received a sleeping 
bag. She said that she will walk to the beach, lie down 
on the sleeping bag, and will read the book. She looked 
much calmer now than she was before. We hope and 
pray that God might reveal Himself to her as she is 
reading about Jesus in her quiet time on the beach. She 
might find complete comfort and rest in Him - ‘Come to 
me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.’ Matthew 11.28

Alexandra

LONG JOURNEY
     We met Malik (not his real name) at Belmore Park. 
He is a refugee, came to Australia by boat more 
than 5 years back as an illegal immigrant coming 
through Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand and Christmas 
Islands before finally landing in Australia. He is a 
victim of Islamic persecution. He is currently not a 
citizen or Permanent Resident but has a visa which 
makes him eligible to stay for another 3 years. He is 
open to hearing stories from the Bible which gives a 
different perspective from the Quran. He heard the 
“Adam and Eve” story of eating the forbidden fruit, the 
sacrifice story in the garden and how it is related to 
the Crucifixion. Right now, he is not in a job and still 
in the victim mindset, looking at everybody around 
as either oppressors or better financially and well off 
than him. He believes a lot of lies about the Christians 
and the Bible perpetrated by some other religions. But 
the good news that is he is open for conversation. The 
Jesus Cares team is catching up with him regularly, 
supporting him with food and with other material 
needs, explaining the Gospel and he also let us pray 
for him and often joining our worship singings. We are 
hoping that Malik will come to the knowledge of God’s 
love for him.

A volunteer from Friday night van ministry



Lakemba Ministry
     We have been ministering at Lakemba for over 5 
years. One of my motivations for coming to minister in 
a predominately Muslim community was the life and 
testimony of one young man we will call Amed (not his 
real name).

     Amed was a Muslim and came to Australia from 
an African country to find the true God. Amed was 
not satisfied with his religion, he had heard about 
Christianity, and wanted to learn more. This was some 
years ago when it was easier to come to a country like 
Australia. Amed is a gentle and slight man and one 
night to come to Wesley Mission in the city, heard the 
Christian message that night and wanted to become a 
Christian and accepted Jesus as His Lord and Saviour.

     This was just the start of his new faith journey. 
Amed enrolled to do a Theology Degree (B.Th.) at a 
Sydney Christian College. Just think about it. Amed had 
not been brought up as a Christian, did not even have 
the basics, in education,  Bible knowledge, or money 
to do the course,  yet he enrolled and was accepted. It 
was a real journey of faith. He had to pay for his fees 
which meant working part-time. It took him a long 
time and it was a tough journey for him. Many of us 
who walked with Amed during those years, can testify 
to his quiet determination to keep going. He not only 
completed his B.Th. but he went on to do his Master’s 
in Theology!

     I have lost touch with Amed, I think about him from 
time to time and wonder how he is going-every time I 
do so, I just get tears in my eyes, knowing wherever he 
is and whatever he is doing, Jesus is with him. What an 
amazing walk of faith.
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RECENT STORIES FROM THE BOOK TABLE

     We had a very good day at Lakemba -the 
temperature was well over 30 degrees, but we 
saw many people and served them with sausage 
sandwiches chocolate brownies, and drinks. As well as 
food, we gave away quite a few Christian resources.

     We met and were able to pray for a homeless 
man, a Vietnam veteran, who explained his journey 
and is a Christian. We trust our prayers, gave him 
the assurance of the grace of God even through the 
difficult time he is currently going through.

     Another man came who was a Muslim from 
Pakistan, and we were able to give him an URDU New 
Testament. A Volunteer sat down with him and had 
a long conversation. Yet a single conversation is not 
going to move all the pieces into place. In particular, he 
was challenged on his belief in the Quran, the need to 
read the Bible as the Quran has incomplete stories of 
Jesus and the Prophets. Explaining to him the Christian 
hope and assurance of salvation that we have, we are 
hopeful he was challenged to question his religion that 
does not provide the same hope.

     Ali (not his real name) is a Muslim man from Iraq, 
who through his search has read and understood 
the Bible. He believes that it is true and is from God. 
He is angry with his parents who have taught Him 
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over many years that Islam and the Quran is the true 
religion and Word of God. At this stage Ali considers 
himself to be an atheist. One of our volunteers is 
talking to Ali, giving him Christian videos, as well as 
information on what Christian believe.

     We also have given out Christian material to 
Buddhists, some of who are showing an interest in 
Christianity and we continue to pray with them and 
encourage them in their faith journey.

     One Buddhist Chinese woman said that from 
a young age, she wanted to follow Jesus and be 
baptised, but her parents stopped her. She said she 
loves Jesus but is still a Buddhist. One of our volunteers 
is following her up and is taking her to a Christian 
prayer meeting in this coming weekend.

Elwyn

     We would like to thank you for your support of 
Jesus Cares Ministry. With your support, you have 
been helping those who are in extremely great need. 

     We ask you to remember Jesus Cares Ministry 
this Christmas again. We value your prayers and 
your support. Charities such as Jesus Cares rely 
upon the Christmas period to increase our funds 
so we can continue to do the work we do. Through 
your support, we are able to operate in the front 
line, provide for the needy, and reach many with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

     We wish you a wonderful and blessed Christmas! 
May your hearts filled with love and your lives filled 
with the peace that only Christ can bring. 

     This year more than 200 people were blessed with 
Christmas hampers in our community through the 
Ministry. We would like to thank Lifesource Church and 
Glory International for their support and provisions, and 
also to everyone who helped to make these gifts possible!



Meeting and Ministry Times
Inner City Ministry
• Breakfast for rough sleepers in the inner city of 

Sydney, Belmore Park, Thursday Mornings from 
8.30am to 10am

• Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night, meet 
at the Ministry Centre at 5pm for food preparation, 
fellowship, pray and worship. Ministry starts from 
7.45 pm at Martin Place, Phillip Street.

Lakemba Ministry
• Thursdays at 10am. Lakemba being a multicultural 

community, we are looking for volunteers who are 
able to speak Bengali, and able to share the gospel 
to Bengali speakers.

• Sunday Fellowship meeting has been  
deferred indefinitely.
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